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MEDIA RELEASE


61 YEARS OF UNPARALLELED SUCCESS FOR ROGERS CONN SMYTHE SPORTS CELEBRITIES DINNER & AUCTION  

Toronto, ON, January 31, 2012 — Now into its sixth decade, The Rogers Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities Dinner & Auction will kick off Easter Seals Ontario’s 2012 fundraising campaign on February 1. The annual event, heralded as Canada’s most prestigious sports dinner, will host nearly 1,000 guests at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre for an entertaining evening getting to know an all-star line-up of sports celebrities, dinner, and extensive live and silent auctions. 

This time-honoured tradition, started in 1952 by a group of sportscasters and sportswriters, has witnessed tremendous success over the last 61 years, raising more than $7 million for Easter Seals kids. Mike Bullard, a major force in the Canadian media sphere, will serve as Master of Ceremonies for the 4th year in a row. This year’s celebrity guests include Milos Raonic, JP Arencibia, Brad Smith, Denis Potvin, Ricky Ray, Anthony Calvillo, Bob Watson, Angelo Mosca, Ron Ellis and Mark Hominick.

“This magical night is made entirely possible because of the generosity and commitment from Rogers, our celebrities and the attendees,” says Scott Morrison, Chair of the dinner committee and Easter Seals’ board member. “It’s an exceptional feeling knowing that Easter Seals kids will gain greater independence, accessibility and integration due to the success of The Rogers Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities Dinner & Auction.”  

Each year, Easter Seals Ontario launches its annual fundraising campaign at The Rogers Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities Dinner & Auction. This inaugural event is a favourite for many as it also introduces the Provincial Easter Seals Ambassadors for the year, two youth who are selected to represent all children and youth across Ontario with physical disabilities. 

“We are honoured to celebrate the success of The Rogers Conn Smythe Dinner & Auction for another year,” said Carol Lloyd, President & CEO, Easter Seals Ontario. “The support and generosity of our corporate sponsors and individual donors allows us to continue fulfilling our mission of providing programs and services to children and youth with physical disabilities across Ontario.” 

Easter Seals Ontario is now in its 90th year of helping children and youth with physical disabilities.  Since 1922, Easter Seals Ontario has provided families of children with physical disabilities with financial assistance for expensive mobility equipment and communication devices such as walkers, braces, and wheelchairs, fully accessible Easter Seals camps, and funding for alternative recreational programs.  For more information, visit www.easterseals.org.

For more information on tickets, or to donate, please call 416.421.8377 or visit www.connsmythedinner.com.
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